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she would never consent, notwithstanding the press-
ing solicitations of her parents during 3 years. She
desired greatly to become a christian, but she did
not venture to speak to me of it, although she made
her companions tell me of it, and came to the chapel
daily for 4 years. I baptized her last spring. As
she has bared the depths of her soul to me, with
much ingenuousness, I am convinced that she has a
horror of everything that may be contrary to purity.
She told me frankly that the resolution she had taken
to live always alone—that is, not to marry —was
due to the aversion that she felt for all that she heard
and saw done by the married people of her country.
She did not think that it was because God specially
loves Virgins, and she had not been taught to have
that idea; but said that, in future, she would always
tell God that he alone fully possessed all her
affections— that her heart was too small, and he too
great, to divide it. Since she has told me of her
intentions she has displayed admirable zeal in seek-
ing to be instructed; and, so far, she has not belied
herself. I endeavor to strengthen her in her resolu-
tion against the inconstancy that is natural to these
savages, and to persuade her that she must be on
her guard as much against herself as against those
with whom she has to live; and that, otherwise, she
would soon neglect to perform the duties imposed
on her by her baptism.

About the 20th of June, the French and the sav-
ages who had left here during the previous month
to seek the alliance of the Osages and Missouris, in
the expectation of the great profits that they would
derive from the trade with the latter, came back with
two chiefs from each village, accompanied by some



